
COMPETITION DESCRIPTION
The Northeast LA (NELA) Riverfront District Placemaking Design Competition seeks to 
engage a diverse range of stakeholders in designing implementable projects focused on 
enhancing the neighborhood identity, river revitalization, community health, and public 
spaces of the NELA river area and its adjacent neighborhoods.

The goal of the competition is to engage NELA stakeholders to transform an idea into a 
well-thought out, implementable plan. 

Design an implementable placemaking project in 
Northeast Los Angeles that will reinforce a unique sense 
of place and enhance the built environment.

One that considers the ten miles of the NELA riverfront area 
(please refer to the map) 

 
 

One based on each of the five river-adjacent neighborhoods of Atwater Village, 
Cypress Park, Elysian Valley, Glassell Park, and Lincoln Heights.

PLACEMAKING
DESIGN COMPETITION

For more information:
email info@mylariver.org

PROJECT CRITERIA
Specifically, we are looking for a total of 6 placemaking project ideas: 



WHO CAN ENTER
Open to all creative placemakers, designers, artists, including Northeast Los Angeles 
stakeholders (residents, businesses, and community organizations).

Each participant can only submit one project for each neighborhood. Similarly, only one 
NELA-wide idea may be submitted for each participant.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Projects must be submitted by 5:00 pm PST on February 15th at www.mylariver.org. Each 
project will include the following:

• Name and/or Organization
• Project Summary – one sentence (50 words)
• Why are you committed to this project? (50 words)
• Select the scale of this project - street, site, neighborhood, or NELA-wide.
• What are the most relevant characteristics of project site and scale? (75 words)
• Describe how this project will reinforce a sense of place or enhance the built environment. (100 words)
• Provide a description of the project’s necessary planning activities. (100 words)
• What is a rough estimate of your project budget? (50 words)
• How does this project leverage existing resources and efforts?  (150 words)

Projects can be focused on a range of scales. Examples are listed below only as a 
baseline for project ideas.

STREET LEVEL
• A design intervention to enhance the walkability of a specific street.
• Wayfinding and informational signage along key river access points. 

SITE LEVEL
• Public amenities such as decorative benches, bicycle racks, or drinking fountains. 
• Community services, such as a much needed neighborhood serving retail business,  

on a vacant or public owned land.

NEIGHBORHOOD OR NELA-WIDE LEVEL
• Ideas that give voice to the specific history, culture, and artistic interpretation of one of the 

neighborhoods, such as a public kiosk, monument, or mural. 
• Strategies for a Bicycle Friendly District in a specific neighborhood or a bicycle share program  

that would service all of NELA. 

Expertise is not required, but a commitment to creating an idea that serves the 
community is. Projects must be grounded in the needs of the NELA community.



SELECTION CRITERIA
There will be a total of six winners that represent each of the five neighborhoods and one 
NELA wide project. Projects will selected based on the following criteria:
 
1. PLACEMAKING POTENTIAL: How will this project reinforce a unique sense of place or enhance the 

built environment of the NELA neighborhoods and River area? 
 

2. SOCIAL IMPACT: To what extent does this project serve NELA’s lower-income population or under 
resourced places? 
  

3. IMPLEMENTATION FEASIBILITY: How successfully and easily can the project be implemented? 

4. SUSTAINABLE PHYSICAL DESIGN: How does this project incorporate environmental strategies 
relative to water, landscape, energy, and material selection? 
 

5. DESIGN CREATIVITY: How original and visually compelling is the project? 

6. HEALTH OUTCOME: In what ways does the project enhance public health outcomes for the NELA 
community relative to their built environment? 

Jury
This competition is hosted by the NELA Riverfront Collaborative, a project funded by the 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development’s Community Challenge grant project 
that is locally housed in the City of Los Angeles’ Economic and Workforce Development 
Department. The jury panel will be represented by the dozen partners that make up the 
NELA Riverfront Collaborative.

Prizes
Each of the 6 winners will receive a $2,000 cash prize. Winning projects will be included 
in the Northeast Los Angeles Riverfront Collaborative’s Vision Plan and Economic 
Development Implementation Strategy.

• What community need is your project serving? (100 words)
• If your project is realized, what does success look like? (100 words)
• Visual representation of project

• Two image minimum; site plan required, 5 pages maximum
• All images must be in JPEG format and prepared in RGB
• Maximum image dimension is 5100 pixels tall or wide
• Maximum individual image size is greater than 15MB
• No Zip, Stuffit, or compressed files



IMPORTANT DATES

15
JANUARY

Competition 
Guidelines

15
FEBRUARY

Submission
Deadline

25
JANUARY

Open House
+Workshop

28
FEBRUARY

Winners
Announced

Date of Public Viewing of Winning Projects To Be Determined

LEGALESE
All entries must be original and are the works and/or property of the entrant. The NELA Riverfront Collaborative is not 
liable for any copyright infringement on the part of the entry.

Winning entries will be expected to enter into a separate agreement with the NELA Riverfront Collaborative to confirm 
entry is free of copyright, trademark, and patent infringement, and that all appropriate permissions have been secured for 
publication by the NELA Riverfront Collaborative in print, online, and digital venues, and in physical exhibitions or events 
associated with the project. 

All rights associated with the winning design will be transfer to the NELA Riverfront Collaborative.

Feeling overwhelmed? Not sure where to start? 
Not a problem, we want to help interest participants 
develop their idea. 
During the NELA Open House on January 25th taking place from 10AM to 2PM at The River 
Center, there will be on-site, hands-on, 30 minute consultation workshops on the following:

DESIGN SUPPORT

RESEARCH
• Neighborhood specific (community resources, 

health outcomes, built environment)
• NELA wide (demographics, economic trends)

VISUALIZATION
• Architectural & landscape design 
• Graphic design
• Three-dimensional mapping 

To sign up for a workshop, please visit >>>>>>>


